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September 6, 2017
Dear Students and Families, 

Welcome to Algebra 2!  

This letter covers several important topics, including (1) expectations, (2) classroom rules, (3) grading policy and (4) supplies students should have.   

This letter should be reviewed together by parent and student, signed, and the last page only returned to 
Mrs. Rocchio.  

Expectations

Since math is learned by doing, I expect students to do their homework and class work, to participate fully in class, and to ask questions and volunteer answers.  There are many ways to solve math problems, and your insights may help other students understand concepts.   My advice is to give your best effort and do work of which you will be proud.   
Remember...Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out. ~ Robert Collier

· Be punctual

· Be prepared

· Be respectful

· Be an active learner

· BE-lieve in yourself   “They can because they think they can.” Virgil - Roman epic poet (70 BC - 19 BC)
Classroom Rules

These rules will help to create an environment that is conducive to learning: 

1. Respect yourself and others.  

2. Come prepared for class every day.  
3. Have your homework out and begin the daily warm-up when the bell rings. 

· The entire class period is devoted to mathematics.
· If you waste time, you will need to make that time up after school.

· You will be excused from the classroom for emergencies only.

· I dismiss the class. Do not pack up or leave your seat early.    

4. You need to schedule a time after school to make up any missing assignments, quizzes or tests due to class absences.

5. NO electronic devices at all.  Failure to comply will result in losing the device.  Return of the device will be in accordance with the handbook.

6. All rules outlined in the student / parent handbook will be enforced. 

Grading Policies

Your grade for each marking period will be determined based on the following percentages:

            60% on Tests 
30% on Quizzes

            10% on Participation/Homework
I regard honesty and integrity extremely high on my list of values.  Please do not consider cheating or copying assignments because the consequence of losing all credit for the assignment and administrative intervention is certainly not worth the risk.

Class Participation/Homework
Class Participation will be assessed at Mid-Quarter and End of Quarter. You must attend classes EVERY DAY.  Please see me after school if you are absent for any make-up work.  ACTIVE PARTICIPATION is expected for the duration of the lessons in addition to taking NEAT and ORGANIZED notes containing definitions, explanations, examples given in class, etc…  
Homework assignments must have an appropriate heading, including the student name, assignment number, class period and date.

You are encouraged to use pencil when doing homework.  All “Warm-up” exercises, classwork, quizzes and tests must be completed in pencil. 

No credit is given for assessments or homework problems unless work is shown. Also, students who cut class will not receive any credit for assignments or assessments on the day of the offence.

Each of us has a role in making this classroom a place where it is easy to learn math and where our time together is as productive as possible.  
The following table gives some examples of various behaviors and their participation grades.

	Grade Level
	Description
	Observed Behavior Examples

	93-100
	Very Strong.  Exceeds expectations.
	You are always engaged, ask thoughtful questions, and volunteer answers.  You go the extra mile to create a class environment in which everyone feels comfortable and can learn.


	85-92
	Strong. Meets expectations.
	You are on task during the entire class and are prepared when I call on you.


	70-84
	Competent.  Partially meets expectations.

	You are generally on task and prepared for class.

	55-69
	Developing. Does not yet meet expectations.
	Your behavior hinders your own learning.  I have to address you during class for off-task or inappropriate behaviors, or you do not participate in class or group work.


	0-54
	Does not meet expectations.
	Your behavior hinders your learning and other students’ learning.  I have to address you multiple times during class for off-task or inappropriate behavior.


After School Help & Absences

I will be available for after school help Tuesday afternoon from 3-4pm. Schoolwide tutoring is available Monday through Thursday and is available to all students.  When students are absent, they should (1) contact peers to obtain missed notes, and (2) come after school to make sure they know exactly what needs to be completed to receive credit for the missing assignments and classwork.  All missed assessments need to be completed within 3 days.  Students also need to submit a note from a parent/guardian explaining the reason for the absence. 
Supplies Needed

Students should have the following materials by September 11th:
· Binder/Notebook paper or 1-subject notebook
· Composition notebook

· 2 Folders with fasteners for homework and graded assignments (color: ________________ )
· Textbook must be covered

· Pencils/pencil/highlighter/colored pens/markers/ruler/eraser
· Scientific Calculator
Every year is a new beginning for students and teachers as they embark on the next year of study.  I look forward to working with you – and your parents/guardians – to make this a successful year. 

 Please contact me if you have any questions about this letter or any topic now or throughout the school year.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Rocchio
Mathematics Educator 
Classical High School

charlene.rocchio@ppsd.org  (email)
(401) 456-9145
http://classicalmath.weebly.com
